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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINT, CSCE, SHUM, UR 

SUBJECT: IMPRISONED BAPTIST LEADER GEORGIY VINS 

1 . NADEZHDA IVANOVNA VINS, WIFE OF IMPRISONED 
REFORM BAPTIST LEADER GEORGIY VINS, TELEPHONED THE 
ADVANCE PARTY IN KIEV JUNE 21 TO SAY SHE HAS JUST 
LEARNED HER HUSBAND HAD BEEN "CRUELTY" BEATEN ON 
JUNE 10 AND SUBSEQUENTLY PLACED IN AN UNDERGROUND 
ISOLATION CELL. FOLLOWING THIS, HER HUSBAND 
REPORTEDLY DECLARED A HUNGER STRIKE ON JUNE 12. 

2. MRS. VINS WAS CONSIDERABLY SHAKEN BY THIS NEWS. 
SHE DID NOT KNOW THE REASON FOR THE BEATING. 

3. IN A MEETING JUNE 20 WITH OLIN ROBISON, PRESIDENT 

OF MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE AND CHAIRMAN OF ICA ADVISORY 
COMMISSION, AND CHARLES TRENTHAM, PASTOR OF FIRST 
BAPTIST CHURCH OF WASHINGTON, MRS. VINS DESCRIBED 
AS UNSUCCESSFUL HER RECENT CONVERSATION WITH 
OFFICIALS OF THE USSR SUPREME SOVIET PRESIDIUM AND 
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PLEA FOR THE EARLY RELEASE OF HER SON AND HUSBAND. 

4. PRESIDIUM REPRESENTATIVES TOLD MRS. VINS HER 
HUSBAND MUST ADMIT HIS GUILT BEFORE THEY WOULD 
CONSIDER EARLY RELEASE. HER HUSBAND HAD COMMITTED 
NO CRIME, MRS. VINS SAID, AND IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE 

FOR HIM TO ADMIT GUILT. MRS. VINS PROPOSED THAT 
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HER HUSBAND BE ALLOWED TO SERVE HIS EXILE PERIOD 
(FIVE YEARS) ABROAD AND FEELS (UNREALISTICALLY, WE 
BELIEVE) THAT THIS PROPOSAL MAY BE CONSIDERED. MEAN- 
WHILE KIEV OVIR HAS TOLD MRS. VINS SHE CANNOT PRESENT 
VISAS FOR HER HUSBAND AND SON. THEY MUST DO SO 
"IN PERSON”. MRS. VINS CONFIRMED TO ROBISON AND 
TRENTHAM, BASED ON HER MEETING WITH HIM AT 
YAKUTSK IN FEBRUARY, THAT HER HUSBAND HAS CONCLUDED 
HE CANNOT CARRY OUT HIS MINISTRY IN THE SOVIET 
UNION AND WISHES TO EMIGRATE. 

5. IN A JUNE 20 MEETING WITH CHAIRMAN OF UKSSR 
COUNCIL ON RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS K. Z. LITVIN, ROBISON 
AND TRENTHAM CONVEYED DEEP CONCERN OF AMERICANS 
INCLUDING AMERICAN BAPTISTS OVER IMPRISONMENT OF 
VINS FATHER AND SON AND INABILITY OF FAMILY TO 
EMIGRATE. LITVIN WAS UNSYMPATHETIC AND UNRESPONSIVE, 
BUT DID SUGGEST GEORGIY VINS APPEAL TO "COMMITTEE 
ON CLEMENCY” IN MOSCOW. ROBISON AND TRENTHAM EXPECT 
TO DISCUSS CASE FURTHER WITH SOVIET OFFICIALS IN 
MOSCOW. TOON 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRISONERS, RELIGIOUS LEADERS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 23 jun 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978MOSCOW14589 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780263-0674 
Format: TEL 
From: MOSCOW 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780626/aaaaawdh.tel 

Line Count: 83 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: e37da182-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 28 jun 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2227865 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: IMPRISONED BAPTIST LEADER GEORGIY VINS 
TAGS: PINT, SHUM, UR, CSCE, (VINS, GEORGIY) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/e37da182-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



